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citizen. He now heard that some of his creditors had assigned their claims
to a Komun cilteon who was making preparations to have him arrested as
soon as he set foot in the Eternal City. Accordingly after a week the
travellers judged it advisable to return to the shelter of the Republic.

Back again in the Callo del Ridotto, Law received a significant com-
munication from Count Gulclenstcin, the Danish minister. On the instruc-
tions of his master, King Frederick IV ol Denmark, Count Guldenstein
invited the financier to visit Copenhagen and set the finances of that
kingdom in order. It was a tempting offer, since his services would be
handsomely rewarded. ,I3ut he had little hesitation in turning it down. In
any ease he doubled if he could stand a winter in northern latitudes. *I
will undertake no further engagements', he told the Dane. 'I have done
enough, and I now want to live quietly. This Republic pleases me. I am
agreeably prepossessed by it, and I think the longer I stay here the more
I shall like it.'

On the morrow of Law's precipitate departure from France a meeting
of the Regency Council was called by King Louis XV in the Tuileries
Palace to discuss the affairs of the Company and bank. Twenty-eight
persons attended, including the young monarch and all the principal
dignitaries in the realm; and,,thanks to Saint-Simon's pen, the proceed-
ings at this remarkable session have been faithfully recorded. The main
feature of lite meeting was an ill-judged and unsuccessful attempt on the
part of the Regent Orleans to disown any responsibility for the excessive
issue of banknotes which had been made.
De la Houssaye, the new Controller-General, opened the discussion
with a reference to the; large outstanding note issue which still remained
to be redeemed. The Regent interposed with the statement that Law had
issued and circulated notes to the nominal value of 600 million livres in
excess of what he should have done. These notes were issued without his
(the Regent's) knowledge and without any authority from the Council.
For this, Orleans went on, Law deserved to he hanged. However, when he
discovered what had happened he consented to extricate Law from this
predicament by ante-dating the decree which authorized the issue.
The Duke of Bourbon broke in at this point: 'How was it. Monsieur,
knowing this that you allowed him to leave the country?'
furnished him with the means of doing so,' replied the Regent,